For the sake of convenience, as well as to emphasize the importance of bluegrass in that area, this section of country is referred to in this bulletin as the " bluegrass region," a term which is often thus applied. (Fig. 1.) While pastures consisting in larger or smaller part of bluegrass cover about one-fourth of the improved farm land of the northern part of the Mississippi Valley and eastward to the Atlantic coast, the farm practice in utilizing these pastures over the greater part of that area differs considerably from that of the sections above mentioned. Finishing beef cattle on grass, without grain, is not popular through most of the corn belt. Buyers usually discriminate against grass-fed stock; so while cattle may graze the pastures during the summer, they are either fed grain while on grass or are finished during the winter on grain.
In the bluegrass region the cattle are finished on grass alone. Some farmers in this region feed sufficient grain during the winter to keep the 2 and 3 year old cattle gaining in flesh and graze them until i Pea pratensis.
48131°-Bull. 397-16 1 July, when the}* are marketed. The most common practice is to winter the cattle as cheaply as possible and market them in the succeeding fall, when the grass begins to fail. That the quality of these steers is good is attested by the fact that many thousands of them have been exported. (Fig. 2.) With the exception of central Kentucky, most of the bluegrass lands are unsuited to general-crop farming. They are often too rocky or too steep to be plowed: yet these grazing lands sell readily for S75 to $150 an acre.
( Fig. 3 .)
The mildness of the winters in this sec- 
THE DIFFERENT GRADES OF BLUEGRASS PASTURES.
There appear to be marked differences in the fat-producing quali- The silo is being used more than formerly. (Fig. 7 .) The advantages of feeding silage over the old methods of dry feeding are that (1) it avoids the necessity of hauling from the cornfields during wet weather, (2) it enables more stock to be kept on the same acreage of corn, (3) it keeps the animals in better condition, and (4) It will be seen from the data in Table I 
